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Mahishasura Mardini Stotram

ADI SHANKARACHARYA ¢« 21 STANZAS « MARKANDEYA PURANA

TP / VERSE 1
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ayi giri-nandini nandita-medini visva-vinodini nanda-sute
giri-vara-vindhya-siro'dhi-nivasini vispu-vilasini jispu-nute |
bhagavati he siti-kantha-kurumbini bhuri-kutumbini bhuri-krte
jaya jaya he mahisasura-mardini ramya-kapardini Saila-sute || 1 ||

O Daughter of the Mountain, who gladdens the entire earth, who delights the universe, O Daughter of Nanda! O Goddess
residing upon the lofty peaks of the Vindhya mountains, who rejoices with Lord Vishnu, praised by Indra! O Divine Mother,
Consort of the blue-throated Shiva, who embraces the cosmic universe as Her vast family and performs countless benevolent
deeds! Victory, all victory to You, O Slayer of the demon Mahishasura, who possesses beautiful braided locks, O Daughter of
the Mountain!

TP / VERSE 2

FRavafiir geRufifr gewfifr sfka

Rryaaaffor srgzaififor fefammmffor e
gor-RIToT feforgarifyfor gHenfufor Rmga
oI o1 § At RRAGH YR ufe Aagd IR 1l

sura-vara-varsini durdhara-dharsini durmukha-marsini harsa-rate
tri-bhuvana-posini Sankara-tosint kilbisa-mosini ghosa-rate |
danuja-nirosipi diti-suta-rosint durmada-$osint sindhu-sute

jaya jaya he mahisasura-mardini ramya-kapardini $aila-sute || 2 ||

O Showerer of divine boons upon the gods, who overcomes the unyielding, who tolerates the foul-mouthed while residing in
eternal bliss! O Sustainer of the three realms, who pleases Lord Shankara, who cleanses all sins and delights in triumphant
songs! O Subduer of the arrogant demons, wrathful to the sons of Diti, drying up haughty pride, O Daughter of the Ocean!
Victory, all victory to You, O Slayer of Mahishasura!



TP / VERSE 3
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ayi jagad-amba mad-amba kadamba-vana-priya-vasini hasa-rate
Sikhari-siramani tunga-himalaya-srnga-nijalaya-vasini madhya-gate |
madhu-madhure madhu-kaitabha-bharijini kaitabha-bhafijini rasa-rate
jaya jaya he mahisasura-mardini ramya-kapardini $aila-sute || 3 ||

O Mother of the Universe, my beloved Mother, who loves dwelling in the serene Kadamba groves, radiant with a gentle smile!
O Crest-jewel of the mountain summits, dwelling in Your palace atop the towering peaks of the Himalayas, seated in the
center of the universe! Sweet as honey, destroyer of the demons Madhu and Kaitabha, reveling in the cosmic dance of joy!
Victory, all victory to You, O Slayer of Mahishasura!
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ayi $ata-khanda-vikhandita-runda-vitundita-Sunda-gajadhipate
ripu-gaja-ganda-vidarana-canda-parakrama-saunda-mrgadhipate |
nija-bhuja-danda-nipatita-khanda-vipatita-munda-bhatadhipate
jaya jaya he mahisasura-mardini ramya-kapardini $aila-sute || 4 ||

O Mother who shattered the trunks and severed into hundreds of pieces the bodies of the formidable battle-elephants! Whose
lion-mount possesses ferocious valor, tearing open the temples of enemy war-elephants! Who with Her own staff-like arms
struck down the heads of demonic warrior generals! Victory, all victory to You, O Slayer of Mahishasura!
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ayi rana-durmada-$atru-vadhodita-durdhara-nirjara-$akti-bhyte
catura-vicara-dhuripa-maha-siva-duta-krta-pramathadhipate |
durita-duritha-durasaya-durmati-danava-duta-krtanta-gate
jaya jaya he mahisasura-mardini ramya-kapardini Saila-sute || 5 ||

O Divine One who wields the unyielding power of all the immortals, risen for the destruction of the battle-maddened

enemies! Who made Lord Shiva Himself, the master of profound wisdom and lord of Pramathas, Her messenger! Who
brought about the demise of the messenger of the evil-minded demons! Victory, all victory to You, O Slayer of Mahishasura!



TP / VERSE 6
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ayi $aranagata-vairi-vadhi-vara-vira-varabhaya-daya-kare
tri-bhuvana-mastaka-sula-virodhi-kirodhi-krtakula-duta-pade |
dhami-dhami-dhik-krta-dundubhi-nadam-ahar-mukharantara-nada-rate
jaya jaya he mahisasura-mardini ramya-kapardini $aila-sute || 6 ||

O Mother whose hands grant fearlessness and boons even to the wives and valiant heroes of enemies who seek Your shelter!
Whose trident, pressed against the head of the three realms, confounded the insolent emissaries of evil! Who rejoices in the
resplendent, echoing sound of war drums resonating with the cadence 'Dhami-Dhami'! Victory, all victory to You, O Slayer of
Mabhishasura!
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ayi nija-hunkrti-matra-nirakrta-dhumra-vilocana-dhtimra-sate
samara-visosita-Sonita-bija-samudbhava-sonita-bija-late |
Siva-siva-sumbha-nisumbha-mahahava-tarpita-bhuta-pisaca-rate
jaya jaya he mahisasura-mardini ramya-kapardini Saila-sute || 7 ||

O Goddess who reduced the demon Dhumralochana to a hundred ashes with a single sacred sound 'Hum'! Who in battle
dried up the creeping vine of blood-drops generating millions of clones of Raktabija! Who satisfied the spirits and celestial
attendants in the great battle against Shumbha and Nishumbha! Victory, all victory to You, O Slayer of Mahishasura!

TP / VERSE 8
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dhanur-anusanga-rana-ksana-sanga-parisphurad-anga-natat-katake
kanaka-pisanga-prsatka-nisanga-vasad-bhata-$rnga-hata-vatuke |
krta-caturanga-bala-ksiti-ranga-ghatad-bahu-ranga-rarat-karake
jaya jaya he mahisasura-mardini ramya-kapardini Saila-sute || 8 ||

O Goddess whose golden bracelets flash and dance as Her limbs move dynamically in battle with Her bow strung! Whose

golden quivers discharge sharp arrows that fell the foremost enemy warriors! Who transformed the battlefield into a theater
of victory, crushing the fourfold armies of demons! Victory, all victory to You, O Slayer of Mahishasura!
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jaya jaya japya-jaye jaya-sabda-para-stuti-tatpara-visva-nute
jhana-jhana-jhinjhimi-jhinkrta-nupura-sinjita-mohita-bhiita-pate |
natita-natardha-nan-krta-nayaka-natita-natya-rasanurate

jaya jaya he mahisasura-mardini ramya-kapardini $aila-sute || 9 ||

O Goddess who is praised with shouts of 'Jaya! Jaya!' by the entire universe offering prayers of victory! Whose tinkling
anklets sounding 'Jhana-Jhana-Jhinjhimi' entrance Lord Shiva, the master of spirits! Who revels in the divine dance where
Shiva and Shakti unite as Ardhanarishvara! Victory, all victory to You, O Slayer of Mahishasura!

A / VERSE 10
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ayi sumanah-sumanah-sumanah-sumanah-sumanohara-kanti-yute
$rita-rajani-rajani-rajani-rajani-rajanikara-vaktra-vrte |
sunayana-vibhramara-bhramara-bhramara-bhramara-bhramaradhipate
jaya jaya he mahisasura-mardini ramya-kapardini Saila-sute || 10 ||

O Goddess endowed with captivating charm, pleasing to the pure minds of noble gods and seekers! Whose divine face
outshines the radiant moon illuminating the starry night! Whose exquisite eyes flutter like bees hovering over fresh lotuses!
Victory, all victory to You, O Slayer of Mahishasura!

TP / VERSE 11
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sahita-mahahava-malla-matallika-mallita-rallaka-salla-rate
viracita-vallika-pallika-mallika-jhillika-bhillika-varga-vrte |
Sita-krta-phulla-samullasitarupa-tallaja-pallava-sallalite

jaya jaya he mahisasura-mardini ramya-kapardini $aila-sute || 11 ||

O Mother who rejoices in the heroic combat against mighty champion fighters! Who is surrounded by the tribal forest
damsels, creepers, and wild jasmine blooms! Whose tender, auspicious hands and feet resemble freshly blossomed crimson
lotus shoots! Victory, all victory to You, O Slayer of Mahishasura!
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avirala-ganda-galat-tan-medura-matta-matangaja-raja-pate
tri-bhuvana-bhiisana-bhuta-kalanidhi-rupa-payonidhi-raja-sute |
ayi sudati-jana-lalasa-manasa-mohana-manmatha-raja-sute

jaya jaya he mahisasura-mardini ramya-kapardini $aila-sute || 12 ||

O Goddess who moves with the majestic grace of a royal elephant! O Ocean-born Princess (Mahalakshmi) who ornaments the
three worlds with nectarous moon-like grace! O Enchantress who captivates even Kamadeva! Victory, all victory to You, O
Slayer of Mahishasura!

TP / VERSE 13
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kamala-dalamala-komala-kanti-kala-kalitamala-bhala-late
sakala-vilasa-kala-nilaya-krama-keli-calat-kala-hamsa-kule |
ali-kula-sankula-kuvalaya-mandala-sasmita-mauktika-kanti-yute
jaya jaya he mahisasura-mardini ramya-kapardini $aila-sute || 13 ||

O Mother whose spotless, tender forehead glows with the radiant beauty of a flawless lotus petal! Whose gait possesses the
graceful movement of swans dwelling in the abode of all arts! Whose radiant smile shines like pearls glistening amidst dark
blue lotuses! Victory, all victory to You, O Slayer of Mahishasura!

TP / VERSE 14
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kara-murali-rava-vijita-kujita-kokila-manju-mate
milita-pulinda-manohara-gunjita-ranjita-s$aila-nikunja-gate |
nija-guna-bhiita-pavitra-krta-bhramanonnata-sad-gupa-sangataye
jaya jaya he mahisasura-mardini ramya-kapardini $aila-sute || 14 ||

O Goddess whose flute-like melody surpasses the sweet cooing of cuckoos! Who wanders graciously through mountain

bowers adorned with the melodious hum of hill tribes! Whose divine virtues sanctify the entire creation! Victory, all victory to
You, O Slayer of Mahishasura!



TP / VERSE 15
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kati-tata-pita-dukula-vicitra-mayukha-tiraskrta-candra-ruce
pranata-surasura-mauli-mani-sphurad-amsu-lasan-nakha-candra-ruce |
jita-kanakacala-mauli-madorjita-nirbhara-kunjara-kumbha-kuce

jaya jaya he mahisasura-mardini ramya-kapardini Saila-sute || 15 ||

O Mother whose golden yellow silk garments outshine the luster of the moon! The nails of whose feet shine like radiant
crescent moons, illuminated by the gems embedded in the crowns of bowing gods and demons! Victory, all victory to You, O
Slayer of Mahishasura!
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vijita-sahasra-karaika-sahasra-karaika-sahasra-karaika-nute
krta-sura-taraka-sangara-taraka-sangara-taraka-sunu-nute |
suratha-samadhi-samana-samadhi-samadhi-samadhi-sujata-rate
jaya jaya he mahisasura-mardini ramya-kapardini $aila-sute || 16 ||

O Goddess praised by the sun who possesses thousands of rays, yet is outshone by Your radiant luster! Praised by Kartikeya,
the leader in the battle to liberate the gods from Tarakasura! Who bestowed supreme enlightenment and boons equally upon
King Suratha and the merchant Samadhi! Victory, all victory to You, O Slayer of Mahishasura!

TP / VERSE 17
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pada-kamalam karupa-nilaye varivasyati yonudinam su-$ive

ayt kamale kamala-nilaye kamala-nilayah sa katham na bhavet |
tava padam-eva param-padam-ity-anusilayato mama kim na Sive
jaya jaya he mahisasura-mardini ramya-kapardini Saila-sute || 17 ||

O Abode of Compassion, O Auspicious Mother! He who serves Your lotus feet day after day—O Kamala (Goddess of Fortune)
seated on a lotus—how could he not become the abode of fortune and wealth? And for me, who constantly contemplates Your
feet as the Supreme Abode, how can auspiciousness not be granted? Victory, all victory to You, O Slayer of Mahishasura!
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kanaka-pisanga-mahim mahitam mahitam mahitam mahitam mahite
ayi sumanah-sumanah-sumanah-sumanah-sumanah-sumanoharite |
kamala-vane'mala-kanti-kale kalitamala-kanti-parikalite

jaya jaya he mahisasura-mardini ramya-kapardini Saila-sute || 18 ||

O Revered Goddess, who illuminates the earth with glowing golden splendor! Who brings boundless delight to pure minds!
Who dwells in lotus groves radiant with unblemished divine grace! Victory, all victory to You, O Slayer of Mahishasura!

TP / VERSE 19
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kamala-dalamala-komala-kanti-kala-kalitamala-bhala-late

kali-kalusam parihrtya nitanta-kalanka-rahitam kurute |

su-vimala-cetasi manjula-nasika-kanti-kale lalita-myrdule

jaya jaya he mahisasura-mardini ramya-kapardini $aila-sute || 19 ||
O Mother who cleanses all the defilements of the Kali age from the minds of devotees, rendering them completely pure and
spotless! Whose tender beauty shines in a pure heart! Victory, all victory to You, O Slayer of Mahishasura!

TP / VERSE 20
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ayi mayi dina-dayalutaya krpayaiva tvaya bhavitavyam-ume

ayi jagato janani krpayasi yathasi tathanumitasi rame |
yad-ucitam-atra bhavaty-urari-kurutad-uru-tapam-apakurute

jaya jaya he mahisasura-mardini ramya-kapardini Saila-sute || 20 ||

O Umal! Being ever-compassionate to the humble, please shower Your grace upon me! O Mother of the universe, You are the
embodiment of supreme compassion! Please accept whatever worship I offer, and dispel all my deep-seated afflictions!
Victory, all victory to You, O Slayer of Mahishasura!



TP / VERSE 21
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jaya jaya he mahisasura-mardini ramya-kapardini Saila-sute
prapnamat-surasura-mauli-mani-prabhaya paridipita-pada-yuge |
jaya jaya he jagad-amba Sive Siva-Sambhu-kurumbini palaya mam
jaya jaya he mahisasura-mardini ramya-kapardini $aila-sute || 21 ||

Victory, all victory to You, O Slayer of Mahishasura, with exquisitely braided locks, O Daughter of the Mountain! Whose lotus
feet are illuminated by the radiant crown jewels of bowing gods and demons! Victory to You, O Mother of the Universe, O
Auspicious Consort of Shiva! Please protect me always! Victory, all victory to You, O Slayer of Mahishasura!
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